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mperial eagles were presented to the army on the
Champ-de-Mars. It is said that, when the
Emperor left for Waterloo, young Louis Napoleon
dutched him round the knees and begged him
not to go, declaring that the enemy would capture
him. A fortnight later the fallen idol bade a last
and hurried adieu at Malmaison. Henceforth his
name, his memory, and the star and cordon of
the Legion of Honour which he had conferred,
were to be an ever-growing inspiration to the child
he left behind. " Whenever I do wrong," wrote
the thirteen-year-old Louis Napoleon six years
later, on receiving news of the Emperor's death
at St. Helena, " I think of the Great Man, and
I seem to feel his spirit within me, urging me to
keep myself worthy of the name of Napoleon."

On the igth of July, 1815, Hortense was
peremptorily ordered by the new royalist Govern-
ment to leave Paris within twenty-four hours. A
similar fate awaited her at Geneva. She fled to
Aix, where her elder son was taken from her and
handed over to his father who had obtained a
judicial order to that effect. The Swiss Govern-
ment granted the exiles permission to live on the
shores of Lake Constance, where, in February
1817, Hortense purchased the Chateau of Arenen-
berg. Until Napoleon's death in 1821, however,
French opposition to her residence so near the
frontier caused her and young Louis Napoleon to